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SUBJECT: LEBANON: VIEWS OF MARONITE PATRIARCH 

1 . POLOFF MOLINEAUX AND I CALLED ON MARONITE PATRIARCH 
ANTONIOS KHORAYSH MARCH 14. CONVERSATION LASTED 
THREE HOURS, WITH KHORAYSH, WHO IS VERY VOLUBLE, 

DOING MOST OF THE TALKING. MOST OF HIS REMARKS WERE 
FOCUSED ON SITUATION IN SOUTH (HE IS FROM VILLAGE OF 
AIN IBL) AND HIS BELIEF WE MUST DO SOMETHING ABOUT 
SITUATION THERE. WHEN I ASKED HIM EXACTLY WHAT HE 
THOUGHT WE SHOULD DO, HE SAID WE SHOULD TELL ISRAELIS 
TO STOP EXPLOITING CHRISTIANS OF AREA. ISRAELIS WERE 
USING THEM TO FIGHT THEIR BATTLES FOR THEM AND WERE 
EXPOSING THEM TO INEVITABLE REPRISALS. CHRISTIANS 
WERE EMBOLDENED TO ATTACK BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT 
THE ISRAELIS WERE BEHIND THEM, BUT WHEN THE GAME 

WAS FINALLY PLAYED OUT, CHRISTIANS, NOT ISRAELIS, 

WOULD BEAR THE BRUNT OF THE REVENGE. 

2. PATRIARCH SAID HE FULLY UNDERSTOOD ISRAELI 
DESIRE TO PREVENT FEDAYEEN INFILTRATION, BUT HE 
THOUGHT THIS WAS BEST ACCOMPLISHED BY NEGOTIATION 
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AND STRICT IMPLEMENTATION OF CAIRO ACCORDS, NOT 
BY USING CHRISTIANS AS MERCENARIES. PATRIARCH 
SEEMED TO FEEL THAT FACT CHRISTIANS WERE 
VOLUNTEERING FOR JOB BESIDE THE POINT. 

3. ON PARTITION, PATRIARCH SAID MAJORITY OF 
CHRISITIANS WERE OPPOSED. THIS PARTICULARLY TRUE 
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OF THOSE LIVING IN PREDOMINANTLY MOSLEM AREAS, 

BUT WAS ALSO TRUE OF MOUNT LEBANON AS WELL. HE 

NOTED THAT WHILE NO ONE WAS USING THE WORD 

"PARTITION" TODAY, THE IDEA WAS CURRENT IN MANY 

PEOPLE S MINDS. HE GAVE A LONG SUMMARY OF THE 

EVENTS SINCE 1860 LEADING TO THE CREATION OF 

LEBANON AND COMMENTED ON THE IRONY OF THAT FACT 

THAT MOST MOSLEMS ORIGINALLY OPPOSED THE GREATER LEBANON 

CONCEPT BUT NOW SUPPORT IT, WHILE CERTAIN CHRISTIANS 

WERE NOW AGAINST IT. HE THOUGHT PARTITION WAS 

UNREALISTIC AND DANGEROUS TO THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 

HE WOULD OPPOSE IT AS BEST HE COULD. 

4. ON A NEW POLITICAL FORMULA FOR LEBANON. KHORAYSH 
VIGOROUSLY ENDORSED IDEA OF LAICIZATION, FOR HIMSELF, 

IN THE POST-VATICAN-II SPIRIT, RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 
WAS STRICTLY A MATTER OF PERSONAL CHOICE. HE SAID HIS 
FRIEND THE SUNNI MUFTI SUPPORTED RELIGIOUS LIBERALISM 
IN A LEBANON WITH A CHRISTIAN MAJORITY, BUT WAS 
AMBIGUOUS ABOUT WHAT HIS ATTITUDE WOULD BE IN A LEBANON 
WITH A CLEAR MOSLEM MAJORITY. HE (LIKE ALL MARONITES) 
DISDAINS (AND PERHAPS FEARS) THE IDEA OF A "PROTECTORATE" 
STATUS FOR LEBANESE CHRISTIANS UNDER ISLAM. (I HAVE 
YET TO MEET A MUSLIM WHO IS PROPOSING SUCH AN ARRANGE- 
MENT.) 
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